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Adoption of Solar Bill Paves Way for Renewable Energy  

Growth in Iowa 

Bipartisan legislation earned unanimous support in Legislature  
 

DES MOINES - Governor Kim Reynolds signed Senate File 583 today, a bill that will provide predictability 

for Iowa’s solar industry, utilities and customers. The legislation passed both the Iowa House of 

Representatives and the Iowa Senate unanimously. 

 

The legislation was the result of collaborative discussion between numerous stakeholders, including 

MidAmerican Energy, the Iowa Solar Energy Trade Association (ISETA), Iowa Pork Producers Association 

(IPPA), Iowa Environmental Council (IEC) and the Environmental Law and Policy Center (ELPC).  

 

“Iowa’s solar industry was proud to collaborate with stakeholders to find a compromise that provides 

consistency and opportunity for solar energy to continue to grow in Iowa,” said Tim Dwight, President of 

ISETA. “We thank legislators and the Governor for passing and signing Senate File 583 into law. Solar 

energy helps diversify Iowa’s energy portfolio and will continue to keep costs low for all energy 

customers. This legislation ensures that Iowa farmers, small businesses and homeowners will continue 

to play a role in Iowa’s renewable energy leadership.” 

 

The bill grandfathers all existing customers with their current agreements.  

 

“This bill provides certainty that helps farmers plan ahead if they want to install solar technology, and it 

protects the financial interests of those who have already installed solar panels on their buildings,” said 

Mike Paustian of Walcott. Paustian is president of the Iowa Pork Producers Association. “Today’s pig 

farming requires energy resources to provide feed, water and temperature control that are vital to pig 

comfort and well-being. Many of our members have installed solar panels to help provide that energy 

while operating in a sustainable way.” 

 

The new policy codifies net metering while creating a new, optional inflow-outflow system. Solar 

customers taking service under both net metering and the new inflow-outflow system would be able to 

supply their own energy needs and would receive credit for the energy they supply to the grid while 

paying for energy delivered by the utility. Each utility has the ability to choose to bill its solar customers 

based on net metering or an inflow-outflow rate. 

“Renewable energy has a long history of bi-partisan support in Iowa and the unanimous passage and 

Governor’s approval of SF 583 continues that tradition,” said Kerri Johannsen, Energy Program Director 

for IEC. “This bill will provide the certainty needed for solar to continue to grow in Iowa. We appreciate 



the work of all involved to develop a policy that will work for both utilities and customers while 

benefiting Iowa’s economy and environment.”  

The legislation also calls for a Value of Solar study to be created through a stakeholder process overseen 

by the Iowa Utilities Board and utilizing an independent third party consultant. 

“This legislation came out of a unique collaboration where parties came together to find a solution that 

benefits everyone. That’s exciting on its own, but one of the most exciting aspects of this is the certainty 

it will provide,” said Environmental Law & Policy Center Senior Attorney Josh Mandelbaum. “Customers 

will be able to invest with confidence, knowing what the rules are. Solar installers and utilities will be 

able to plan ahead with assurance. This will lead to job creation and a robust solar market that will 

continue to grow and thrive.” 

The updated energy policy will create long-term certainty for all customers, including solar owners, and 

enable even more renewable energy development in Iowa. 

“This great outcome is the direct result of sincere collaboration. The new law ensures regulated utilities 

will recover infrastructure costs, which provides predictability to  our customers,” said Adam Wright, 

president and CEO of MidAmerican Energy. “At the same time, it values solar generation, encourages 

even more renewable development and helps us keep our customers’ rates low. This is a true win for 

our state, and we congratulate lawmakers from both parties and the Governor for their hard work in 

finding common ground.” 

For More Information, Contact:  
 

● Iowa Solar Energy Trade Association: Jessica Maldonado, 515-577-6388, jessicam@policyworksllc.com 
● Iowa Pork Producers Association, Dal Grooms, 800-372-7675, dgrooms@iowapork.org 
● MidAmerican Energy, Geoff Greenwood, 515-281-2266, mediahotline@midamerican.com  
● Iowa Environmental Council, Kerri Johannsen, 515-473-0123, johannsen@iaenvironment.org  
● Environmental Law & Policy Center, Paul Dailing, 312-771-1979, pdailing@elpc.org  

 ### 

The Iowa Solar Energy Trade Association is the trade association serving Iowa’s solar energy industry and is dedicated to 
excellence in safety, quality of workmanship and technical standards for the benefit of the photovoltaic industry and its clients in 

the state of Iowa through public policy, public relations and education. Learn more at www.iowaseta.org. 
 

The mission of the Iowa Pork Producers Association is promoting, educating and providing a leading voice for a sustainable, 
socially responsible, and globally competitive pork industry. Learn more at www.iowapork.org. 

The Iowa Environmental Council (IEC) is an alliance of diverse organizations and individuals working together to protect Iowa's 
natural environment. Founded in 1995, it is the largest and most comprehensive environmental coalition in the state. Through 

education, advocacy and coalition building, the Council raises awareness, generates action, and creates large-scale change that 
makes Iowa a better place to live, work and explore. Learn more at iaenvironment.org.  

The Environmental Law & Policy Center is the Midwest’s leading public interest environmental legal advocacy organization. We 
develop strategic campaigns to protect natural resources and improve environmental quality across the region. Our 

multidisciplinary staff employs teamwork approaches using legal, economic, and public policy tools to produce successes that 
improve our environment and economy. For more information, visit elpc.org. 

MidAmerican Energy Company, headquartered in Des Moines, Iowa, serves more than 791,000 electric customers in Iowa, 
Illinois and South Dakota, and 771,000 natural gas customers in Iowa, Illinois, Nebraska and South Dakota. Information about 

MidAmerican Energy is available at MidAmericanEnergy.com and company social media channels. 
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